





DALE FEAST

Bot~Luck Tr rtmmmgs
‘Bring a dish, dessert, or something
potable o share .

Saz‘urday December |9 ,,

IQa.m. 1o 4P.m.

Stern Grove Clubhouse

|9fhﬂvcrm€ & Sloat entronce ~ Smffrww@w

@# FEntertainment: &
Skaldic ‘Pr&ﬂy, Musiz, way CTM/ )

Mend Tasting, Garmes, & complipmentary Yk gifts.
¥  frdvance fromizsion ~ $5/ptrson, § Teouple; 8
$Tpersom at the devr. (Children under |2 FREE.)
Send admission requests tos flsatni Free frssembly,
3400 Vidlage fvenue, Denair, CA 95316.

Yule Update

If you haven't heard Sheila-na-Gig, you'll get a chance at the feast!
Their music is an inspiration to all who hearken to the old ways of

Europe.

Wait till you see our Yule tree! And our local mead-makers have pro-
duced some of the finest brew this side of Uppsala. You won’'t want
to miss it!
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5; The 1982 Celestial Calendars are a wonderful introduction to daily g3
¥3 astrology, complete astrological calendars, and ephemerides. Chey L3
2 give the daily Moo signs and sign changes, void of course fMloan €3
&3 times, the phases and influences of the Woon and planets, hest g
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THOR'S HAMMER

THOR’S HAMMER

Reproduced in Norway from original found in Viking burlal mound. Wormn as an
amulet, it brought luck and prosperity to the Vikings of Old.
Such was the power of Thor's Hammer,
that he ded no other pon to quish his foes. It was invincibis. He never lost.

O Large Pewter amutlet, 3" x 3", a bold pendant with a double-link adjustable
chain. $9,98%

.[1 Medium Pewter pendant, 2" x 2", with single-link adjustable chain. § .95

[1 Tiny Sterling Silver Thor's Hammer on a 15" Sterling Silver Chain, for the

Lady Viking. $14.98

ODIN

VIKING DRINKING HORN T

A minieture pewter replica
of e Viking drinking horn. Th
perfect shot glass or toothpic
holder. From Norway.
$13.95, Delivered.

Hand cast from pewter
alloys, and highlighted
with a tarnish-proof
silverplate. 4" high.

$19.95, Delivered.

OLD NORWAY, Dept. R, Helen, Georgia 30545 Wepay postoge and nsurance:
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Og/zam and Beth Luis Nion

by Jeffrey R. Redmond

Editor's Comment— Qur readers may wonder why a magazine dedicated to
Germanic religion would run an article dealing with an ancient Celtic script.
The key lies in the author's understated remark that the Celts "were much
the same as the Germanic peoples east of the Rhine river...."

It is the conviction of your editor that the Celts and Germanics have
common roots as Indo-European peoples and that they share essentially the
same Northern European ethos. If we are to weather the coming storms,
these two families of our European folk must recognize their basic unity and
work together. In this spirit, this article is offered.

In the period after 800 B.C. in western Europe, a people called the
Celts inhabited the areas of Gaul (the Netherlands and France), Britain,
Eire (Ireland), and the Alps mountains. They developed a high degree of
agricultural skill, and lived in harmony with the natural forces of the earth
and sky. They were much the same as the Germanic peoples east of the Rhine
river, in central and northern Europe. The Celts carefully followed the
movements of the stars and planets, and their Druid priests spent many
years learning about astronomy and astrology. Stonehenge, in England,
was constructed as an observatory, even before the major Celtic period, to
accurately predict the locations of the sun and moon at certain spe01a.1 times
of each year.

The Irish Druids formulated an unique series of magic symbols, and
used them as an alphabetical system for writing. The knowledge of writing
was felt to have come from the god of the sun, Ogha (or Lugh), and the
alphabet was called the Ogham Y Wyddor after him. Aside from their common
Gaelic language, the Druids employed a secret language of their own called
Berla Na Filied, and used the Ogham alphabet with it as well. An ancient
Irish hero, Cu Chulainn, used both to great advantage, along w1th many
practices of Druid rites and sorcery, as is told about in the Tdin B Cdalgne.

The Celts were very adept at composing songs, poetry, rhymes, and
riddles, and when subdued by the Roman armies in the first century B.C.,
greatly perplexed their more technical-minded conquerers. The Druids spoke
mainly in riddles, only hinting at subjects, and left most of the conversa-
tion to be figured out for itself.

The Ogham alphabet was divided up into five groups of five letters
each. Each letter had a separate magical power, and the Celts inscribed
them on jewelry (especially amber) to give themselves extra assistance from
the supernatural forces. Combined together, the letters could also spell out
words, and give even more powerful magic, along with communication. It
consisted of a series of lines, marked above and below a line or sharp edge,
and was simple to read and understand.

TWTWWWLLLMMM%#%W%%H#mﬂ%mﬁxe‘&i%
BLF S N Q MG NG ST R E I KTHP PH X

v v Z
Ogham script

While the Ogham symbols were somewhat common knowledge, the Druids
themselves had an even more magical secret alphabet. It was called Beth
Luis Nion (Tree Writing), and was based upon the magic powers believed to
exist in trees. It had a code which followed the changing seasons, and was
used at the religious rites associated with each. A Druid had to have been
in the priesthood for twenty years before he was taught it.



There were twenty-nine letters, divided into four groups, in the Beth
Luis Nion, and each letter was named after a different type of tree. One of
the most important of the tree symbols was the apple, and its fruit was the

food of the gods. The kingdom of the dead was called Avalon, and means

"sacred dpple place". (This was believed to be an island across the ocean,
where the sun set each evening. It is interesting that an area of the island
of Newfoundland in-Canada, west of Ireland, would be named Avalon).

The oak was another very important tree, as the acorns on it resembled
the head of male sexual organs, and were associated with fertility. It was

the sacred tree of the sun god, of manliness and virility. A third was the

willow tree, which was the special tree of the moon goddess Ceridwen. It
represented childbearing and femininity, and was especially sacred when
the moon was full.

After coming in contact with Roman and German cultures and languages,
the Celts incorporated their writing symbols, and others, into a third alpha-
bet called Coelbren Y Beirdd. This was an improved style, with thirty let-
ters, and didn't require the lines or edges of the Ogham type. It also en-
abled new words to be used, with an easier spelling of the older ones.
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(variations)

The Celts were conquered by the Romans in Gaul (by 50 B.C.) and
Britain «(by A.D. 65), but remained independent groups in Eire and Scot-
land. Gaul fell to the legions of Julius Caesar, only after the total defeat
and capture of the Celtic king Vercingetorix. Britain was subdued by Plau-
tius, only after the defeat and capture of the warrior queen Boudicca, and
not before she had burned the Roman-built city of Londinium (London) to
the ground. However, despite Roman occupation, Chr1st1an1zat1on and rule,
much of the Celtic life-style remained intact.

In the 300's the Germanic tribes (Franks, Burgund1ans and West Goths)
moved into Gaul, as conquerors or by treaties. The Romans withdrew their
troops from Britain to defend Italy, and seafaring northern German tribes
(Angles, Saxons, and Jutes) invaded Britain and took it over, in the early
400's. In England and Wales, King Arthur and his round table warriors were
a Christianized Celtic group, battling these invading pagan seafarers. For
a time they were successful, but eventually succumbed. In Gaul, Celtic,
German, and Roman forces more or less combined to ward off the invasions
of the Huns, in the mid-400's. With the death of their leader, Attila, the
Huns retreated to the Russian steppes, never to return.

Despite these conquests and wars, and many more to follow, the Celts
still managed to keep much of their culture and tradition alive. Even today,
in places like western Ireland, northern Scotland, Wales, and Brittany, the
Celtic traditions have been carried on continuously. Christianity has flour-
ished only because it incorporated all of the Celtic customs and beliefs:
(simply giving them Latin names), and by helping to maintain these tradi-
tions. Perhaps the best known of these is the Celtic Eve of Samhain, a time
when ghosts and deamons appeared which we today celebrate every year
as Halloween.
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announcing
SIGURDETHOS ®

A Course of Instruction
in The Fundamental Character and Spirit of ASATRU.

enrollment is now open

to serious students of Asatru philosophy

For further information contact:
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Wittiam Gayley Simpson

SIGURDETHOS
Box 1308, 2000 Center St.
Berkeley, CA 94704

For every
thoughtful
White person

National Alliance member
William Simpson’s im-
mensely moving and inspir-
ing book is based on a lite-
time of keen observation,

careful analysis, and deep -

refiection. it goes to the
roots of the problems facing
the Whiterace today, and its
conclusions can be ignored
by no one with a sense of
responsibility to the future.

WHICH WAY WESTERN MAN? — 762 pp. soft $7.00
- (deluxe, hardback edition $15.00)

Natlonal Alliance » Box 3535 ¢« Washington, DC 20007
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WARNING!!!

Postage and production costs
have caught up with us at last.
As of February 28th, subscrip-
tion rates will go up to $7a year.
If you want to renew your sub-
scription, you have until then
to take advantage of the old
rate of $5 a year. Moral: Renew
now! AND there's no iimit to
how many years you can sub-
scribe in advance.. ..
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THE RELIGION OF ODIN

—lrv Slauson—

The story of the ancient faith of northern Curope and its
re-birth in modern times. The book explains the customs
and attitudes of the worshippers of Thor and 2din from an-
cient times to the nresent. Many of the topics were writt-
en by 0dinists who were experts on the history and customs
of their religion. Considered are the various Tegends of
origin of 0din, Thor, and the whole pantheon of northern
gods. The old Teutonic values of life are also discussed
as well as the concept of the Sky Zod and the Life Torce.

Thoroughly researched and documented, it takes up where
'The Hammer of the Morth', by *agnusson, or 'lagan Scan-

dinavia', by Davidson, leaves off.

180 pages, 17 illus.

8"X11", 2nd printing, incorp. 'Foundations of Odinism'

Books In Brief

The Vikings.... A History.... $4.75
The Prose BEdd@.ceesescescceas $3.75
King Harold's Sagaeececesscecs $2.75
The Niebelungenlied.eececeess $3.75
Beowulfeseveesrsoosscncvecsas $2.75

POSTAGE AND PACKAGING INCLUDED IN
COST OF THE BOOK, IF SHIPPED TO A
U.S. OR A CANADIAN ADDRESS. OVER-
SEAS BUYERS ADVISED IN ADVANCE OF
COST OF MAILING. PREFERRED METHOD
OF OVERSEAS SHIPMENT IS AIR PARCEL
POST - INSURED WHERE POSSIBLE.
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Njal's Sa.ga.........- $3-75
The Laxdaela Saga.... $3.75

Egil's Saga...-.-..-. $3.75

Hrafnkel's Sagd.eececes $3.75

Gods and Myths of ... $3.25
Northern Europe

ORDER NOW!

VIKING HOUSE

Box 160
Lake City, Minnesota 55041
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? > =1 REFLECTIONS ON BRUCE DICKENS' TRANSLATION [N HI5 “RUNIC AND
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b ? —.4 eldritch rune~poem as translated by a Bruce
yD‘ Dickens, Scholarly though that franslation may be.
g

<
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HEROIC POEMS OF THE OLD TEUTON/C PEOPLES
BY GARMAN LORD — I'HE AUTHOR 15 AN ANSLO-SAXON HEATHEN PRIEST

here is Something decply unsatisfying about an

Thesomething’is that the result is no Jonger poetry.
Literal meanings may have been rendered very well,
of course. But poetry doesn’t “mean” literally to

prose. foetry“means” holistically ; it’s strictly a right-brain
process, 1ilé music. Butof courke there is notHing that

z
Q” 7 begin with, which is of coursé what distinguishes it from
D

not sure 1 can tell you what it means, but here is a modern

@s Bruce Dickens can do about that. He is foxced to say:“Im

O

I, verbiage of the original, altering it only whesre that seems

VA

1Y
=
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(] English rendering of what it says; make of it what you

? will.” And thus 35 the wheat thrown away 1o be ¥id of the

chaff, Jeaving usinproud ownership of the straw.

Runes were invented by Woden as a means w}xzreby gods
.‘ q ™ay send direct,olbeit cryptic; messages to men. Rune~
peoéms arethe media of such messages, and bymemoriz-
‘r?\.' ing a rune~poem, the ancient German could carry hig
) own personal I~ Ching around in his head. The Scandin~
J) avian examples in particular show traces of this and other

uses. They are tools from the workbox of the kind of poet

' 4 swbowas éxpected to stand up in courtly beerhall from

tine to time and extemporize in an entertaining fashion.

[] If one does not think and breathe in Old Norse, the

>y meanings embedded insuch stuff can be pretty opague.
fd 1 can no more bring the mountain to Mohammed than
Briuce Dickens can. In fact, ] can’t even fell you if such

I' poetry 35, ox was ever intended to be, arry more than doggerel.

1 can; of course, teli you that I Love ik, and as something moye

)
than a manilepiece~ curiosity. And J can show you how [

Jove to see it rendered.
p .. Bruce Dickens’ Jiteralism is all very well, of course.
q Still, if we hie abit closer than he does to The actual obsolete

more like poetry. And while we're at it] Jet’s excise Some
of the more carcinominous Christian accretions, and graft

d impossible. we do end upwith something that readsa lot
C i something at least more in keeping,shallwe?

 —
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A Reading of the Norwegian Rune~Poemn by Garman Lord:

NN .
RE vAIDR Pranda pS58; peBtrk uifp 1 ko zé.
VFE& Kinsmen oft fight over gold; Fodders the wolf inthe wold.
’ WOLD = wILD
Up B af illu jJapné; opz IFyp p¥inn & hjapnt.

Nore: Fyomits slag doth the illness of irom appear;
Over hard snow often lopes the reindeer.

Pupy VIR kvinna kvillis; kit vepdn fin af ity

P(amn) Thurse is womens®agony;
Miich joy in mischance few can see.

s O e Plégena o/ fom s énckalpp i pveipd.
R asa: 053 is the flowingest journey-~way;
Sheath a place where sword can stoy,

e esirms e
e A e
"3 B Rerinm swithed the finest sword,

Iy, Koun Epbapna boivan; bl zgnvin nan flolvan.
Ker:  (llcer is ihe baby3 bale; Death shall un acorpse full pate. ..
Hazall ep Kaldaprp Kopnas OBinn (kép hatimbun fopna.

T Hail isof oll grains most cold 5
Woden shaped theworid of old.

NauBp enén ndppa Koprs ngkzan Keip § Proprf
T Need names its own cost; who is naked is chilled by frost. 4

iy Kelbum bl bnatiBa; blindan papf ar 1£i¥a.,

l Ice we call the broad bridge-stead ;
who 35 blind must needs be led.

Ap ep gumna 5638; 5ET Ek az @ Vap Ppode.

YARE: by is aboon to mankind; ) .
1’ Plenty * Pro¥iwas generous, to my mind.

A — —_— T




(61 e Landa Ljome; ifri K helgum d5me.
Vv Sun doth the land ilhume; lout 1 to heaven’ doom.,

Lour « 8ow
Down

Tip Ep#inndp aga; opt vapd pmiSp bliga. scom <t
1\ Tyris one~hand godly fellow;
oft hath smith to work his bellow.

Biapkan fp laufgpdnerp tima; Loki bap fiapa tima.
B Birch is the leaf-greenest byer; Loki wasa lucky liar. T

“Ma¥p i apkap aulli; mikil Ep gpaip & hauki.

(F Man was eked of ashen stalk; -

Mickle indeed is the gﬁp of the hawk., rRaveo
MICKLE =
GREAT

[\ Logn 6n, felin op Falle flop; én Ball épo nopfh.
iLake  Waler {alls from mountain~hold ;
orpaments are made of gold.

A Up f VEEpBIAnTT viBa s vient i bpégy, az vida.
Yew iswintergreenest byer; wont to crackle intheflre. -

of, afterall, an Anglo~Saxon, who doesn’t know any better.

Other than that, what have we here? A marred piece of

altald-craft, | fear. Y2lA; whal have 1done?

Compared to elder languages like the 0ld Norse, modern

lish is a rambling, inexact and flabby tongue, ajmost im~
possible to wirite good poetryin. Gone i3 the crisp, terse, allit-
erative cadence of the original. This started as anamusing
poetic exercise, a Wayward inspiration born out of reading
the writings of a sound scholar. In the course of this armchair
excursion, | noticed in a church vestr;] some treasure stolen
from elder gods. So | stole it back, thinking to restore it to
its proper owners. Alas, how rash an act. Now the original
po longer alliterates according to formula. [ have sadly mar-
red these goods in transmission.

One can only hope that grateful gods will now send
along some real skald,to restore these damaged treasures good
as new. Meanwhile, no doubt some revenge~minded yeal skald,
seeing the damage and mistaking the fond intentions, will come
Jooking to grant me a battie death, thereby Saving me from where~
ever bad poets gowhen they die. No matter. Marred ornot, the
poetry can and will survive me. [f was here before [come. It ((/
will be here after | am burmt. P& HAL ~~m~—— Garmeon Lord

I t i5 hoped that the reader can overlook the insularisms
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The Vikings recorded their years by using a system of association with
events, such as rule periods of monarchs, battles, births and deaths of
people, natural disasters, etc. A typical way of expressing when an event
occurred was to say that it happened so many winters after a certain other
event, or that something was so many summers before something else. Also,
an event like a voyage could be expressed as taking place a certain number
of years after another event. There was no year numbering system as used
(inaccurately) by the Christian clergymen. ,

The ancient Germans used the phases of the moon (mani) in a lunar
calendar to measure months, with the four seasons making up each year.
The Vikings had a similar system, and used it to determine times for fes-
tivities, etc., but they also developed a solar (soln) calendar from the move-
ment of the sun (sol). Besides the seasons, the Norse year was divided up
into twelve months (manathir), with each month (manathr) corresponding
roughly between the middles of the Christian ones.

Month Name Meaning Time Period
1. Gorménathr Slaughter Oct. - Nov.
2. Frer Frost Nov. - Dec.
3. Jol (Hrut) Yule Dec. - Jan.
y, Thorri Waning (Ebbing) Jan. - Feb.
5. Gdi (Goménathr) Snow Feb. - Mar.
6. Einménathr Single Mar. - Apr.
7. Gaukménathr Cuckoo Apr. - May
8. ‘Skerpla (Stekktith) Sharp (Fold) May - June
9. Solm#nathr (Selm&nathr) Sun (Pasture) June - July
10.  Mithsumar {Heyannir) Midsummer (Haymaking) July - Aug.
11.  Tvim&nathr Double Aug. - Sept.
12, Haustm&nathr Harvest Sept. - Oct.

Each month was about thirty days long, and was divided up into six
weeks of five days each, called a fimt. Five or six extra days were added
on to the June-July (Solmdnathr) month, as one additional fimt. They were
termed sumarauk (summer eke) or auknaetr (eke nights). Contact with the
Christian calendar produced a week of seven days, but with the keeping of
pagan names for each day.

Day Name Meaning Day
1. Sunnudagr South (Sun)’ Sunday
2. M&nadagr Moon Monday
3. '(I'fy’sdagr Tyr (Tiwaz) - Tuesday
b, thinsdagr Othinn (Woden) Wednesday
5. Thdrsdagr Thdrr Thursday
6. Frijddagr Free (Love) Friday
7. Thvdttdagr Wash (Bath) Saturday

In Scandinavia, the sun always rises and sets in the southern parts
‘of the eastern and western horizons. Fridays were associated with the fer-
tility deities Freyr and Freya, and Saturdays were wash (thvditr) days.
Many of these names remain in use in the Germanic languages today, and
most of the modern English names are derived from the old Anglo-Saxon
versions.
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Name

meihers shiow indirest asnd support.

You can join Freya's Folk by sending in the coupon below (or just
send a letter with your contribution and pertinent data) to: Freya's
Folk, c/o The Runestaone, 3400 Village Ave., Denair, CA 95316.

Enclosed is my contribution of $ to help Freya's Folk with
Her work.

Address

Date, Time, and Place of Birth

Interests

What can we do for you?

Other comments
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WNAT KIN D>
QF MAN
READS

*

The Mogazine of The Armchair Adventurer

AE wouLD,

IF HECoULD
READ,1 8T/

14
8&{\:1\2»\ ) With apologiics b ggoaﬂ/&

..and YOU CAN for the special introductory subscription price
of just ten dollars a year. Matter of fact, WKINGSTAFF

can be a nice item to leave lying oround 'fhe mead - bench even if
you CAN'T read. (We won't telli)

Or... you can get a back-issue to look over for one dollar postpaid.
VIKINGSTAFF..a magazine about OUR culture.

Send cash, check (must wait to clear) or M. 0. to
Garman Lord, P O. Box 318, Watertown, New York [360/
.. be sure fo mention this ad.
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I, the Runemaster

In this installment of Runa we will look at a runic formula which tells
us something of the psychological realm of the old Germanic runemaster —
and try to Iearn what this can mean to our conceptions today.

The formulaic use of the first person singular pronoun ek: "I, followed
by either a seemingly official title or initiatory or "magical” name is quite
common in the elder runic corpus. It occurs a total of at least twenty-one
times in extant inscriptions dating from between 200 and 600 C.E. This ek
plus noun/nominal adjective formula is found only in the North and seems
firmly entrenched in the cultic organization which supported the old runic
tradition in Scandinavia.

One particular formula ek erilaR (e.g. MY:{\ l FFA. on the stone of
Jirsberg), which occurs eight times in the elder corpus, is at once inform-
ative, yet problematic. In the first place, from a linguistic point of view,
we can not be absolutely sure what the significance of the term erilaR might
have been. It has been suggested (e.g. by Jacobsen and Moltke Danmarks
Runeindskrifter [1941]) that the term was originally the tribal name
(H)eruli. However, it seems rather more likely that it was some term for a
great and powerful man which in this case became specialized in the runic
realm as "runemaster." Otherwise, the word developed-in a more general
sense as Old English eorl: "warrior" —»"earl," and in Old Norse jarl~» "noble
man." If the derivation is from the tribal name of the Heruli, "then this
would seem to be because this tribe (which had its original homeland in the
Danish islands) was well-known for its experts in runic practice. The Heruli
were subsequently pushed out of their home by invading Danes from Sk3ne
and scattered themselves throughout Europe in the Age of Germanic Migra-
tions. In any event, the final result as far as erilaR is concerned is the
same. It has the semantic force of "one skilled in rune-knowledge"-— which
was probably a general title for a master of the runic art.

Another informative type is that which incorporates a descriptive title
(or adjective) into the formula, often alone, but sometimes alongside erilaR
or another seemingly more official title. Since erilaR has been discussed
exhaustively elsewhere, we will concentrate on some examples of this type
which may well illustrate the point of this article. There are thirteen
examples of this kind of formula which have thus far been found among the
runic inscriptions. We do not have space to treat all of them, however; a
few typical examples will demonstrate the principle at work.

The oldest of all these inscriptions (from ca. 200 C.E.) is the brooch
of GArdl8sa which reads: ekunwodiR, and which literally translated would
mean: "I, the un-raging one," i.e., the runemaster designated by the ek
formula is, for purposes of this magical work, going by a name which em-
phasizes the quality of calmness and freedom from agitation with which he
wants to load the brooch and hence the owner of the brooch for whom he is
working. A similar formula is found on the fragmentary stone of Nordhuglo,
which reads:

ekgudjaungandiRih///
"I, the priest (gudja —»godi), (am) the un-enchanted one (i.e., the one
not open to [evil] magical influences)." The last two staves begin a word,
or are part of a formula which is broken off. Here, the runic godi is iden-
tifying himself with the quality ungandiR, and attaching this banishing
power to the stone and ultimately to the grave-mound to which the stone
was originally attached.

Some other characterizing names with which the runemaster identifies
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himself for magical effect are: wiwaR, "the sanctifier;"” wiwila, "the little
sanctifier" (perhaps the apprentice of a wiwaR); pirbijaR, "the sleep-
maker;" wakraR, "the wakeful one." There are further examples with the
formulaic ek, as well as in isolation where the ek might be understood.

But what does all this tell us about the psychological world of the an-
cient Germanic runemaster, and what can these stones and pieces of metal
teach us today? In the first place it tells us that the ego (the word is after
all merely the Latin first person singular pronoun cognate to ek) plays an
important role in the conceptual world of the runemaster. His way was not
to negate the ego, but rather to develop and enoble it -— ultimately through
identification with divine or archetypal qualities. He boldly proclaimed him-
self at the beginning of these formulas — it was with his personal power
(i.e. forces over which his own will had control) that he loaded the objects
for magical purposes. This fact accounts for the sometimes seemingly strange
formulas which instead of directly saying "keep evil magic away from this
place," will use a personalized magical formula such as: ek judha ungandiR.
From what we know about the Germanic spiritual world, this does not rep-
resent empty boasting or "crass egoism,"” but is rather a phenomenon of
conscious fulfillment of duty and responsibility. The erileR won his position
through hard work within his community and under the training of some
runic teacher and was bound to serve the community and to carry on the

“tradition.

Another important aspect of these inscriptions is the fact that rarely
does the name in question appear to be a regular or common proper name,
but tends to be a special title or characterizing magical name which was
probably coined for the occasion of the inscription—or drawn from a store-
house of evocatory names available to the runéemaster. With the help of these
runic formulas the erilaR could evoke these magical roles or personas, iden-
tify himself with them through the ek=magical power formula, subsequently
bring them under the control of his will, and direct them in the desired
manner. Thus, the formula in question represents a transformational process
for the runemaster. :

This psychological dynamic is a powerful one with which we can identify
today — and one which is fundamentally in accordance with the whole of the
Germanic world view. The way of the erilaR does not teach that humanity
is the tool of "higher" forces, nor that the unschooled brute-will of man can
have its way—>but rather that the self, working in tandem with the arche-
typal forces and trained in the runic traditions, can bring the will of man
into harmony with world order-—and thus make it a most effective and
poweful essence in the cosmos.

Edred
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ADVERTISE IN THE RUNESTONE!

Yes, The Runestane is now accepting advertising. Our NEW advertising rates
(adjusted for the sake of reality!) are as follows:

1/8 page - $ 4.00 per issue 3" wide x 23" high
1/4 page - 6.00 per issue 6" x 24" or 3" x 5"
1/2 page - 11.00 per issue 6" wide x 5" high

Full page - 20.00 per issue 6" wide x 10" high

We reserve the right to reject any ad — but if you've got something of in-

terest to our readers, you'll find that advertising with us is a sound in-

vestment! Above rates are for camera-ready, black and white copy. Your

ad should be drawn to the size listed above as we reduce all copy (to 75%).
Deadline for the next issue is February 21.
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MOOT POINT

Dear Stephen,

I necedved your Fall issue of The Runestane, and was verny Amphessed
with all but one section. On page 5 4in the Guild News someone "suggested
a nudist guild. 1 don't think owr ancestorns would approve of this. From
what 1've nead, a woman had grounds fon divorce Lf hen husband worne his
shint too open in front. The amount of clothing worn by both men and wo-
men, especially the men, founded the custom of the woman undressing her
man at the end of the day.

This may sound old-fashioned, s0 Lei's Rook at it another way. . 1
don't think that owr movement can wse such propaganda. I1£'s bad enough
when owr young women are centen-folded into internal cheapness. And it's
more trhagdc yet when owr children are forced into porno mags for perverted
thuills. Let’'s face it, a Large pen cent of the poan magA are promoted to -
sell our nace as cheap and hqving the morals of dogs. 1 hope the ﬁutune
will §ind the people of The Asatrii nejecting this type of guild..

Sincenely,
S.0.

Dear S5.0.,

Thank you for your letter!

Like you, I am angry at the materialistic exploiters who parade our
women on centerfolds. Playboy is a supreme example. Check the names of
Hugh Hefner's staff and you'll see that Playboy is not exactly a Majority
enterprise. Not surprisingly, these non-Nordics are all too eager to sell us
visions of blonde, statuesque Nordic flesh. Someday they'll reap the fury
they are sowing.

The real jssue, though, is this: They're selling us something we should
already have, namely, our own natural sexuality. If it wasn't for Christian
repression of our native instincts, no one would be titillated by pictures of
naked women, and the pornographers would be out of business. I'll bet very
few nudists buy Playboy —or if they do, they're the handful that REALLY
DO read the articles!

Kiddie porn? Anyone who sexually exploits a child should die. Period.
But again, such sickies are produced by the repression and denial of na-
tural sexual impulses—not by the healthy body that is found in nudism.
To quote a nudist slogan, "Nude is not lewd!"

Modern nudism, by the way, owes a great deal to Germans, who were
enthusiastic about "Freikorperkulture" ground the turn of the century. Nud-
ism was an integral part of the Germanic spiritual revival early in this cen-
tury; there was even a magazine called "Folkish Nudism”! Later, after the
National Socialist rise to power, this aspect of the Germanic renascence was
crushed as a concession to the churches and the more bourgeois elements
of the population. '

Our race has traditions of strict modesty —and of total sexual cele-
bration. Tacitus notes the former tendency, but the latter is well-attested
by the huge erect cocks on ancient rock carvings and on the statues of the
god Frey. Goddess figurines are typically bare-breasted, and let's not for-
get the Irish Sheila-na-Gig, which is mostly vagina!

We can cast off the Christian chains only when we regain our sexuality.
Until we are sexually whole, the enemy will continue to control us, and our
women and children and men will continue to be exploited.

Sincerely,
Stephen A. McNallen
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Hey buddy! Haif Odin!

...By the by, T just nead an anticle by Joseph Campbell (in Myths fo
Live By) which analyzed the mafor religious traditions of Euwrasia. Seems
Zhey break down fo (this is my Zhought):

Religions of Oneness: eastern neligion...The Creator 4is the creation,
Man seeks remembrance of his non-existence as a separate being.

Religions of Submission: Judeo-Chnisto-Istamic Line...The Creator is
apart from his creation. Man, the creatwre, must submit fo the creaton,
engo, he is sepanate, alienated grom God. ~

And Religions of Man: European Paganism...The gods were brought into

being as products of a sont of primal chaos...they then shape the already
existing mattern of the univernse...engo, gods & man shane the nisk of
montality, both being results of a process of creation which itself Lis
spontaneous. Man therefore may stand as an Aindividual, again sharning
proudly an wltimately trhagic destiny with his gods.
‘ Obviously, only the Lattern neligions twly allow for greedom. The
§inst don't, because they do not neally admit the existence of the indi-
vidual. The second don't; by thein own definitions, the only healthy
position fon the individual £s submission. Only the third say definitely
Zhat a man is an individual, accountable to none, neally. Thus, everything
we have and are is of ourn own making, forn bettern on wonse, on the wonking
0f natunal fonces (including othern individuals). The Latter, combined
With concepts of cause § effect arne what twly make up our Fate.

Thus Fate s not neally some sont of force directing our Lives, be-
cause we partake in it. So we do not submit to Fate, we face it. Our ounm
actions brning fornth thein consequences, the unexpected impinges, and we
face a moment of cnisis. A thousand times a Lifetime. Death 14 only the
Last crisis. And how we face each cnisds shows ourn courage, our heart,
until we at Last face death, oun Fate, oun doom, with the same easy, grim
detenmination, and perthaps even Laughtern, with which we faced othen crises.

Our neligion offerns no hope, only a platitude: "the wonld will go
on;" even agtern Ragnarnck the earnth will nise anew. So why foflow it? Be-
cause At offers a twe paradigm of reality, which i3 agtern all a succes-
sdon of dooms and ne-binths. Spontaneous .n ultimate onigin, fate uncer-
tain, the univernse offerns no centitude. And neithen does Asatruu. But
Asatrw does help us tuly know the world, and it demands we face what we
see with courage.

Asatnu s not a neligion, then, 0§ those who seek comfont, o com-
fonting. 1t is a way fon those who demand the night to face destiny Ain
thein own say. 1t is a path for those who Like Zo carve their oum.

In the end, what Asatrii gives us 45 the strength and courage that
come from knowledge, from knowing the real nature of the universe, and
the qualities needed to Live fully. To the majornity of our species, This
has not been enough. Perhaps someday it will be.

Yowws Tauly,
A. J. Dillon-Davis

Steve! Greetings!

While reading the necent issue of "The Runestone”, 1 came acnoss the
suggestion, on "plea", fon the comstruction of guilds. 1t's a stupendous
idea! And 1 congratulate you fon putting it before us. 1 only wish there
was something which 1 could do to help now! Soon, hopefully, and with a
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Little help from the Gods, 1'2L be able to take an active part.

Howeven, 1 do have something to say, concerning Zypes of guillds,
which may someday be useful.

Fowt ofg, T would Like to ask you, and the neadens of the Runestone,
to Look around your households, offices, ete. You'fL probably see a tablLe
cloth, fon instance. 1t's of a most exquisite wonkmanship, Lis L not? 1t
involves weaving, and, to go further back, bleaching, smoothing, design-
Aing, and who knows what else. Do any of you know, from personal experi-
ence, anything of the Labon Lnvolved? Have any o4 you ever contrlbuted to
the manufacturing of tabfe Linen?

Let me dnaw youwr attention to some samples of pottery. Swiely the men
and women who produce such beautiful items are arntists! What a foy it must
be to hold such a completed item and say, "I made LE!I" Many forms of Labon
are involved here also -- the digging o4 the clay, carting, fashioning,
painting, bwwning, baking, and §inishing. How many of us have fouched such
Labon?

There are samples, 1I'm sure, of the most exquisite, and costly, cut
glass! That also involves much Labon, and Ant! Vet the prnocess of this At
45 practically unknown Zo us!

I could go on and on, such things as silvern ware, carpels on youn
§loon, cuntains on drnaperies over youwr windows, your own clothing, shoes,
Ztools, your home itsel! Etc. and s0 on!

Perhaps we are to be congrafulated that we are at an age when sense
o4 humor coverns a mubtitude of sins, but pernsondlly, 1 cannot enfoy, or
Laugh at, ouwr situation.

Perhaps 1 should have put you more at ease, by explaining that I have

“never experienced the foy of fashioning useful anticles with my own hands.
Here we are then, a group of men and women who have Learned almost every-
Zthing the great universities have to teach us, yet we know nothing. We
produce nothing we eat; we can not even Lend a hand in making any of the
things we see around ws; and trwuth compels me to ventwie the suggestion
that, forn ninety-nine out of a hundred, the chief motive for a college
education £» 1o escape actual parnticipation in fust such work as gives,
or ought to give, foy to the worker.

Sune, a timeheeper pergorms a wseful function; 40 does a cash negis-
Zern; but the function of education L5 not to turn out timekeeperns on cash
hegistens. It has been truly said, that L4 ten Bachelons of the Arnts were
whecked in mid-ocean, they could not build a pontoon to save. theirn Lives!

No,...Education is to prepare and equip one for the duties and re-
sponsibilities of Life — not to fuwn out indusinial and commerncial bosses,
gadfers, timekeeperns, and cash registerns. 1 would hardly be justified in
taking up yowr time with these observations alone. So, in addition, 1 want
to say this: Most of you are destined to become mastens on Leadens of men.
You wilf organize and mobilize their Labor; you will oversee Lit.

When you see men and women around you, actually creating beautiful
and useful things with thein hands, 1 would Like you to remembern that it
A8 This man's opinion that the actual Labon in these arnts and crafts and
industnies 48 an infinitely nobLern contrnibution to the happiness of man-
kind than clipping coupons and Living on the sweat of other men's brows.

It will not come in owr day, but the world will ultimately come %o
undenstand that the thaining of the mind and the training of the body are
equally necessary. Why should it be considered an unthinkable thing that
a blacksmith on a carpentern should need an education? Why should college
%j considern Lt degrading to handle tools, and make beautiful and wseful

(ngs?

Why should undivernsities perpetuate such a revolt against nature as
a system in which the man who does no useful work at all {4 considered a
gentleman, while the creatorn of wealth and beautiful things L4 considered
Low caste?

In the wonds of Ralph Waldo Emenson, "We are students of words; we
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are shut up An schools, colleges, and recifation nooms fon 10 £o 15 years,
and come out at Last with a bag of wind, a memory of wonds, and do not
know a thing."

Let me also point out that the Chaistian's "Jesus of Nazareth" was
noit only a philosopher, but a carpenter also.

So, 1 sincerely hope that at Least some of us can and Wilk think about
these things, and then think about what we'll need fo know in onder o get
back to the Eanth and the ways of owr Ancestorns. Noit Lo mention the things
we may need fo survive agften a nuclfear war, or whatever?

Heill Odinn!
Lawnence J. Scott

Einars “Death Soh g

by Robert Bunger (1981)

gnon shall fall the nak of hakkle,
Bearer nf iron-hound arrow's goal.

He who fed the wolves of Dendlana,

$hall himself feast Fenrir's friend.

On the mountain close hy $ogn Fiorn,
$truck hy axe of trollpife’s son,
Perishes the drainer of foaming ale horn,
Bearer of round Draupner’s kin.

Here falls the priest of Grey-heard Odin,
Feeder of elves ab altar moungd;

He shall this time feed Hugin's kinsman
With grim sagle of Sognafjord.
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